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Background to the scheme 
Life into Landscape is a partnership between a number of organisations concerned with protecting the 
landscape heritage of the South Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and the adjoining 
areas of South Hams and Torbay. The Scheme was launched in 2003 and ended at the beginning of 2007. 
 
South Devon AONB is one of 41 AONBs in Britain, and was given its current status in 1960. It covers an 
area of 130 square miles (337 square kilometres), and stretches from Jennycliff in Plymouth to Berry Head 
and Elberry Cove in Brixham, encompassing the entire coastline of South Hams.  
 
Among its features are the estuaries of the rivers Avon and Dart, the South West Coast Path, two 
National Nature Reserves and three Special Areas of Conservation. The area is also home to rare species 
such as the Greater Horseshoe Bat and the Great Green Bush Cricket. 
 
The Life into Landscape scheme, led by South Hams District Council, involved 10 programmes of work 
aimed at conserving the historic landscape features of the South Devon AONB in various ways – from 
restoring old green lanes to supporting landowners working to protect the area’s landscape heritage. 

About £750,000 has been awarded by the Heritage Lottery Fund towards the project’s overall £1.3 million 
costs. The European Regional Development Fund Objective 2 gave the project a £150,000 grant. Support 
was also provided by BTCV (British Trust for Conservation Volunteers), Devon Wildlife Trust and Torbay 
Coast & Countryside Trust, Devon County Council, English Heritage and Natural England. 

What did the scheme involve? 
Life into Landscape invited people in South Hams, Plymouth and Torbay to take part in a range of 
environmental activities, thus promoting involvement in and understanding of the South Devon AONB.  
 
The initiative’s 10 programmes were divided into three strands: landscape heritage, access and recreation, 
and community environmental activity.  

Applicant: South Hams District Council 
Location: South Devon Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, South Hams 
and Torbay 
Award: £750,000 
Type of heritage: Countryside and 
nature 
Benefits: Conservation of natural 
heritage, increased access and community 
and social benefits 



 
• Landscape heritage 

o Devon Wildlife Trust offered free advice and grants to landowners, who play a key part in 
shaping South Devon’s landscape, through the Landscape Heritage Scheme. 

o In partnership with English Heritage and the Devon County Archaeological Service, South 
Hams District Council worked to protect the historic sites of five Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments in the area under the Historic Environment Project. 

o As part of the Parish Heritage Appraisals, local history groups looked closely at the 
historic environment of 12 villages in South Devon with the help of professional 
archaeologists. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Access and recreation 

o Work to restore overgrown or eroded lanes by improving damaged surfaces and restoring 
hedgerows using traditional coppicing or laying techniques took place under the Green 
Lanes Conservation project. 

o The Recreation Routes Enhancement scheme was aimed at improving popular trails and 
encouraging more people to explore South Devon’s coast and countryside. 

o Walks, talks, leaflets, information panels and websites are just a few of the ways in which the 
Signposting Our Heritage programme sought to raise awareness of the local landscape. 

o Access to a number of countryside locations was improved for people with disabilities as 
part of the Access for All programme. 

o Participants in the Visitor Monitoring project surveyed and recorded the number of 
visitors passing through the area and looked closely at their countryside recreation activities.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Community environmental activity 

o Projects staged as part of the Countryside Connections programme helped local people 
get involved in practical environmental activities. 

o Local residents helped make Brixham’s environment more welcoming for wildlife as part of 
the Natural Beauty Project. 

 



What difference did the project make? 
Life into Landscape has helped to conserve and enhance the area’s natural heritage and in provide access 
and opportunities for people to enjoy and learn more about the South Devon environment. 

 
• A wide range of environmental, conservation and arts 
and crafts events have provided more than 5,000 
volunteer activity days in the last three years. A further 
2,500 activity days have been undertaken by young people. 
• Around 100 community groups have become involved 
in the protection of the South Devon AONB. There have 
been 400 practical projects and 200 other events. 
• More than 200 farmers and  
landowners in South Devon have helped enhance the local 
landscape, supported by free advice and conservation 
grants for hedge restoration, orchard conservation, tree 
planting, meadow management and other conservation 
work. 
• More than 20km of poorly managed hedgerow have 
been restored, improving the landscape and providing 
better wildlife habitats. 
• 32 traditional orchards have been conserved and 71 
wildlife sites enhanced. 
• South Devon’s green-lanes network is now more 
welcoming for people to explore on foot, cycle or 
horseback after 50 previously inaccessible lanes were 
opened for business. Some 50km (31 miles)of lanes have 
been improved, with 200km (124 miles) of longer 

recreation routes now more accessible as a result. 
• 23 recreational routes have been enhanced, providing new walking trails and safe links between 
communities. 
• 18 coastal and countryside locations have been made more accessible for people with mobility 
difficulties and sensory impairments. 
• 12 South Devon communities have undertaken Parish Heritage Appraisals, led by professional 
archaeologists.  
• Five Scheduled Ancient Monuments, comprising hill forts and earthworks, have been brought into 
conservation management and made more accessible to the public. 
 
To find out more, visit 
www.southdevonaonb.org.uk and 
www.lifeintolandscape.org.uk 
 
 
 


